[image: image1.jpg]N.D.A (U.K.)

Established 1985




Nepalese Doctors’ Association (UK) 
MARCH 2007
(Established 1985)

www.ndauk.org.uk
	Chairman

Dr Madan Sharma
Vice-Chairman
Dr Anil Tuladhar
General Secretary

Dr Rajendra Pandey

Treasurer

Dr Ramesh Kumar Khoju
Joint Secretary

Dr Milan Piya 

Executive Members

Dr Shabin Joshi
Dr Siri Gautam
Dr Prem Rai
Dr Keshar Lal Shrestha
(immediate past chairman) 


	It’s that time of year again when we bring out the NDA newsletter. It feels like I have just finished with the NDA journal and now it is six months past. I did not get an overwhelming response with news from everyone, and as I said last year, all the news I have written here is stuff I heard through the grapevine with one or two exceptions. If any news has been missed, please accept my apology, and I am looking forward to a more enthusiastic response for the NDA Souvenir Journal, which is soon to come. 

This year has been a bad year for International Medical Graduates (IMGs), including those from Nepal. The Home Office ruling in March 2006 stated that non British/EU doctors and dentists would need to meet criteria for an employment category, like work permit provisions staring April 2006. This, with the scrapping of the permit free training scheme means that it is virtually impossible for IMGs to come to this country now and get a job. Even for those who have already been working here for a number of years, finding a job has become very difficult - and a job they want, next to impossible. HSMP visa had become a way around this work permit requirement at least for the 6 month to year long jobs, but not for longer training jobs like specialist registrar posts. Even the criteria and rules for HSMP visa application has changed, making it more difficult for people who have not studied or earned in this country to get an HSMP visa which was previously quite straightforward for doctors. Surprisingly, the Home Office relies on National Recognition Information Centre (NARIC) for recognition of the undergraduate degree rather than the General Medical Council. People who have been as doctors in this country for a number of years have been told that their undergraduate medical degree from Nepal is not recognised and have had their HSMP visa application rejected. It is sad to see that many have already left this country in seek of greener pastures in the US, Australia and some even back home. In all this madness, BAPIO has led the way for IMGs. The initial judicial review ruling was in favour of the Home Office and Department of Health, but an emergency injunction meant that a lot of IMGs have been short listed in the MTAS scheme with interviews starting quite soon, and the Secretary of State for Health conceded to BAPIO demands on 8th March, 2007, and said that all doctors with HSMP valid on 5th February, 2007 (closing date for MTAS applications) would be treated on par with UK / EEA nationals for the moment. Further details and updates of these can be found on the NDA website with links to various websites, as well as the BAPIO and MTAS website.

NDA Activities:

21tsth NDA AGM was held on 28-30th July, 2006 in Hotel Ramada Jarvis, Watford. Around 80 Nepali doctors, their families and friends turned up for, what I would like to think, a very successful and enjoyable weekend. Dr Arun Jha and his organising committee did an excellent job organising this weekend. Over 200 people attended the NDA gala dinner, which was also graced by the chief guest Mr Dipendra Bista, Charges d’affaires from the Nepalese Embassy, and the Mayor of Dacorum Councillor Catherine Appleby.

The main minutes of the AGM were that Dr Prasanna Gautam would be organising the next AGM in July 2007 in Aberdeen. The membership fee was agreed to be raised to £25 per year for ordinary membership and £250 for life membership. The treasurer Dr Ramesh Khoju informed us that all except three accounts had been closed down as planned, for simplicity and clarity of the funds of the NDA. Also, Dr Anil Tuladhar was commended on the revamping of the NDA website with the help of Nikhil Bhandari, and Dr Shabin Joshi updated us on the charity work of the last year including £810 for the Jana Andolan II victims, £500 for Paropakar project and £300 for the Ashraya project. Dr Arun Jha and Dr C B Karki proposed the NDA psychiatry chapter which was officially adopted by the NDA in the AGM.
Executive Committee Meeting followed the AGM.  We recognised Dr Tuladhar’s great work on the website and Dr Khoju’s efforts to close various accounts and simplify the finances. Dr Khoju informed us that the money raised for the AGM was almost equal to the cost with only a deficit of £25. Dr Joshi informed us that in addition to the £200 raised from the raffles, he had managed to raise £750 cash and a further £950 had been promised to him during the AGM itself, and the money would go to charities that had been voted for by the contributors. There was an overwhelming vote for Paropakar, Pashupati Bridhashram and Doctor’s Project. Mr Bharat Shrestha, Dr Rekha Shrestha and Mr Badri Man Shrestha agreed to help and advise people in their specialities on behalf of the NDA. Their contact details along with those of all other specialities are on the NDA website education section. Dr Anil Tuladhar felt it would be too difficult to include password and usernames in the NDA website. I was asked to look into the possibility of having a few Nepali articles in the Souvenir Journal. 
The second executive committee meeting was held in Manchester in Dr Madan Sharma’s residence on 20th January 2007. It was only attended by Dr Sharma, Dr Pandey, Dr Tuladhar and me from the executive committee. Dr Khoju presented the finances via email, and he mentioned that the life member fees paid in over the last 2 years has been deposited in the high interest account, and is being kept separate from the current account. Dr Prasanna Gautam was present and details of the next AGM were discussed. The venue of the next AGM was confirmed as Hilton Treetops Hotel in Aberdeen, to be organised by Dr Prasanna Gautam on the 20-22nd of July, 2007. Further details are posted on the NDA website including things to do in the Grampian region. The charity event organised by Dr Shabin Joshi when he was in Nepal (details below) was highly appreciated by the executive committee. He had informed us via email before the meeting that of the £1700 promised/given in the AGM, most of it had been collected apart from £130. Also, he had personally handed over cheques of £1000 for Paropakar (£500 a year for 2 years), and £600 for Ashraya Project (£300 a year for 2 years) as previously decided by the executive committee. Dr Madan Sharma agreed to ask senior members of the NDA to volunteer as returning officer for the next NDA elections. 
Charity Event 

In his recent trip to Nepal, Dr Shabin Joshi managed to organise a small function for the distribution of the collected charities. Organised on very short notice in Pashupati Briddhashram, Gaushala, it was graced by the chief guest Deputy Prime Minister Amik Sherchan, and the Nepal Medical Association (NMA) president Dr Sudha Sharma was present as well. Dr Joshi donated four colour television sets, two 21 inches and two 15 inches along with tables for the same. This was equivalent to the planned £500 and this was the chosen charity by popular vote in the AGM. The television sets were chosen because the 236 residents there complained that they only had two 14 inch black and white television sets and there was a lot of squabbling among them because of that, especially in the mornings and evenings.
Apart from these, the previously promised amount of £1000 was presented to Paropakar organisation, and £600 was presented to Sagarmatha Health Foundation for their Ashraya Project. NRs 25,000 (~£184) was presented to the Chief Guest’s charity, and handed over by ex-NMA chairman Dr Shankar Bahadur Singh Rajbhandari. Minister Sherchan announced that he would use this money to build an “Omawadi Girls’ Hostel” in a remote village of Okharbot in Myagdi. This was shown on Nepal Television as well! The NDA family would like to thank Mr Rohit Man Pradhan (Master of Ceremony) and Mr Sugam Rajbhandari for helping organise this event.
Condolence

Dr Binode Dhungana and family on the sad passing away of his mother

Dr Gauri Shrestha and family on the sad passing away of her father

Sanita Malla Rajbhandari and family on the sad passing away of her father

Congratulations to New Appointees and Achievers!

Dr Anand Chapagain                   Specialist Registrar in Renal Medicine, London Deanery

Dr Mohan Thapa 
                        Specialist Registrar in Acute Medicine, Northern Deanery
Dr Shiv Gurung                            Final FRCA

Dr Sankalpa Neupane                 MRCP

Dr Nawaraj Subedi                      MRCP

Dr Sabina Pahari                         MRCPCh

Dr Samriddhi Bharadwaj Padhe  MRCPCh

Eva Gautam on her wedding with Ross Aitken

Dr M Mahaseth on his wedding with Dr Rabita Duku

Dr Nawaraj Subedi on his wedding with Dr Samriddhi Bharadwaj Padhe
Mr Yuvraj Agrawal on his wedding with Dr Jyothi Karuwa

Dr and Mrs NR Joshi on the birth of their granddaughter

Dr Sarju Shrestha and Dr Tara Shrestha on their baby boy

Dr Bhuma Karantonis and Dr Ilias Karatnonis on their baby boy
As of last year, this newsletter is paperless and will be emailed to everyone. We will post out a few copies to the more senior members of the NDA who will probably not use email regularly. If you want to receive a paper copy, or know someone who did not receive this newsletter, please let us know. I would also like to mention that the NDA website www.ndauk.org.uk is a great source of information and I would encourage you to visit it once in a while. A copy of this newsletter as well as previous journals and newsletters can be found there as well. You can give feedback regarding the website to draniltuladhar@gmail.com. Of course, I am open to any criticism about this newsletter at milanpiya@yahoo.com and PLEASE SEND ME ARTICLES FOR THE NDA SOUVENIR JOURNAL!!! Any articles are invited, especially non-medical. I will accept Nepali articles for publication as well although I have to admit that I will not be editing them myself.   

    Dr Milan Piya 

                                                               On Behalf of the Executive Committee of the NDA    
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